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with unrivalled success. In the following month the
company at Goodman's Fields endeavoured to make
a stand against him "by producing All's Well That
Ends Well, which, they asserted, "had not been acted
since Shakspeare's time." But the great theatrical
event of this year was the appearance of Mr. Garrick
at the theatre in Goodman's Fields, Oct. 19, 1741;
whose good taste led him to study the plays of Shak-
speare with more assiduity than any of his predeces-
sors. Since that time, in consequence of Mr. Gar-
rick's admirable performance of many of his principal
characters, the frequent representation of his plays in
nearly their original state, and above all, the various
researches which have been made for the purpose of
explaining and illustrating his works, our poet's repu-
tation has been yearly increasing, and is now fixed
upon a basis, which neither the lapse of time nor the
fluctuation of opinion will ever be able to shake.
Here therefore I conclude this imperfect account of
the origin and progress of the English Stage.